  Port of Allyn

Special Meeting
March 21, 2011
5:00 pm
The purpose of the Special Meeting was to discuss Commissioner District boundaries. 
Commissioner Scott called the Special Meeting to order at 5:03 pm
Present were Commissioners Judy Scott, Jean Farmer, and Randy Neatherlin; Bonnie Knight, Executive Director; LeAnn Dennis, staff; Jeff Carey, Allyn; Dave Tipton, Belfair Water District & Arla Shephard, Belfair Herald.
Knight summarized the legalities of redistricting from information she received through the Municipal Research Services Center (MRSC) and suggests the Board move forward with it now if they are going to.  

Neatherlin passed out copies of communications between he and Karen Herr. He said he has spoken to State Auditor Sam Reed and that Reed commented that he wished other entities were more conscious of the balance of voters/people within their districts.  

Farmer said she spoke with Karen Herr and 5 other port districts to see if they were thinking about redistricting and what their process would be if they did.  Farmer’s position remains that the Port should wait until the census numbers are out and said that Mason County was willing to do it for the Port for free if we wait.
The Board discussed the possibility of having to go through the process twice when the County changes voter precinct lines next year.  They went over anticipated costs of the Port doing it versus the County and if the County would still do it for free when they make adjustments later.

Neatherlin is basing his suggestion for moving precinct 5 into Commissioner District 3 to balance the number of voters within their Districts on a sample number of registered voters provided by the County.  He feels that the numbers will not be that far off of the actual census numbers and if they were, then we wouldn’t move forward with this suggestion.  Farmer strongly disagrees and wants accurate census figures and not “guessing”.  Knight handed out the resolution from 2002, the last time the Port re-drew boundaries and discussed the process of setting a public hearing and  announcing it in the paper and said the census numbers should be available by the time the Board would actually be taking formal action.  
Neatherlin made a MOTION to move forward with the process of moving Belfair 5 voting precinct into Commissioner District 3 with no decision being made until the actual census numbers are in.  Scott SECONDED.  Scott and Neatherlin voted Yay and Farmer voted Nay.  MOTION CARRIED.

Scott reassured that this is only to start the process so a public meeting may be set and a legal ad can be run.  
Minutes
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The County will have a committee for redistricting.  Neatherlin made a MOTION to nominate Knight to be on that committee.  Scott SECONDED.  Scott asked Farmer if she’d like to be on the committee and Farmer declined.  Scott and Neatherlin voted Yay and Farmer voted Nay.  MOTION CARRIED.

A public hearing to discuss moving the Commissioner District boundaries was set for April 4, 2011 at 7pm with the regular Port meeting to follow.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Carey stated that some of the discussions the Board holds prior to motions can be confusing to him.  Personally, he doesn’t have a problem with the process (redistricting).  Dave Tipton thanked Scott and Neatherlin for their work and commended their actions as Belfair Water District is partially in Farmer’s district now and he feels that representation of the two UGA’s should be separate.  

Meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

______________________________

LeAnn Dennis, Office Manager                     
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